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A MESSAGE FROM OUR /\51@707/'

Dear Fellow Citizens:

I am happy to present the 2023 Annual Report to the
Citizens recapping some important projects along with
events and activities that occurred within our city.

Our financial department has outdone itself again as
we have received the Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting for the 2022 Annual
Comprehensive Financial Report. Thisis the 35th
consecutive year that we have earned this prestigious
national award. We are financially sound, and we are still
doing this without implementing an ad valorem tax.

We have almost completed the process of replacing all of
the water meters in our city. The new meters will report
the usage directly to our city staff eliminating the need to
manually read the meters and you will be able to monitor
your usage. We will begin replacing the electric meters
very soon.

We are grateful that new businesses are still finding their
way to our city. Some of these include Stella's Bakery, The
Vault Venue, Katie's Kitchen, On the Road convenience
store and a suite of new office buildings constructed
across from the Judicial Center on Abbey Street. Along
with these, the new Memory Care Center is almost ready
to open, and we still have additional apartments and new
houses being built within the city to help us with our

housing shortage. I'm

also pleased to announce
that we now have charging
stations for electric cars that
willaccommodate Tesla and ) g
other brands. ~—~

Our 2023 Hometown Christmas was very successful, in
spite of the storms that moved through shortly before
the parade began. We had lots of vendors requiring us
to add more space. There were lots of people in town
for all of the activities, including the Jingle Bell Fun Run,
shopping and visiting. Our display of lighted features
continues to grow with many of them being placed in
Pedigo Park and all over town.

Our staff still provides excellent Customer service while
promoting all of the programs that we have. We are very
fortunate to have lots of volunteers who are ready and
willing to assist with some of our events each year.

I am honored to serve as your Mayor alongside the City
Council, the staff, and many volunteers. Our City Council
serves many hours without compensation as they strive
to make Livingston a better place to live. am proud to
live in Livingston - A Great Place to Call Home.

SR IN

Judy B. Cochran, Mayor




wesson 7ty Council & Admunistration

At the January meeting, Council
approved the continued participation
in the Alliance for [-69 Texas and the
payment of annual dues in the amount
of $1,265.00.

The City of Livingston General Election
was ordered to be held on May 6, 2023.
Council approved Resolution No. 603
establishing election procedures and
approved the interlocal agreement
with the County of Polk for the use of
election equipment and services.

Council approved the submission of an
application for the 2023-2024 Texas
Community Block Grant Program.
Langford Community Management
Services was appointed as the grant
administrator and The Brannon
Corporation was appointed as engineer
on the grant project.

Appointment of Dana Williams as
Municipal Court Judge was continued
for the May 2023 to May 2025 term.

The canvass of the May 6, 2023 City

of Livingston General Election was
conducted and approved at the May
16, 2023 Council meeting. Resolution
No. 607 was approved declaring the
results of the General Election. The City
Secretary administered oaths of office
to incumbent Alderman Raymond
Luna, incumbent Alderman Elgin Davis
and newly-elected Alderman Bobby
Jackson Sr. Mayor Cochran presented
Certificates of Election to the newly
elected aldermen. Alderman Alan Cook
was nominated to serve as Mayor Pro-
tem for the 2023-2024 term.

The contract for waste collection and
disposal services was awarded to Piney
Woods Sanitation with an effective date
beginning August 1, 2023.

Council approved the annexation of
34.04 acresin the M.L. Choate Survey,
Abstract No. 15 owned by Eternal
Holdings, LLC.

Alderman Elgin Davis was reappointed
to serve on the Deep East Texas
Council of Governments Board of
Directors for the 2023-2024 term.

Dr. Elias Kanaan was reappointed to

serve as the City of Livingston Local
Health Authority for the term July 1,
2023 through July 1, 2025.

At the August 15, 2023 Council
meeting, Ordinance No. A-840 was
approved by City Council regarding the
City of Livingston's Texas Municipal
Retirement System retirement eligibility
and vesting including the authorization
of twenty (20) year retirement eligibility
and five (5) year vesting.

Council approved Ordinance No.
A-842 amending Article Il of Chapter
40 (Electric Service) of the City of
Livingston Code of Ordinance reducing
the electric rate for each customer
classification.

Aidney Reeves was appoint by Council
to serve as the City of Livingston
representative on the Board of

the Lower Trinity Groundwater
Conservation District for the 2024-
2026 term. Mr. Reeves has served as
the City's representative since his initial
appointment in 2005.

Council approved the payment of
$4,200.00 as the City of Livingston's
pro-rata share of the annual funding of
the Brazos Transit District service.

Former Mayor Clarke Evans was
reappointed to serve on the Board of
Directors of the Sam Rayburn Municipal
Power Agency for the 2023-2025 term.

The Livingston ISD Creekside
Elementary Student Council Leadership
Team attended the December Council
meeting. Students lead the pledges

to start the meeting and performed
holiday songs for the City Council.




DATE OF INCORPORATION
October 3, 1902

CITY CHARTER
General Law City

FORM OF GOVERNMENT
Council/Manager

ELECTED OFFICIALS
Mayor and Five Council Members

TERM OF OFFICE
Two Years

REGULAR MEETINGS
2nd Tuesday of each Month at 5 pm

SPECIAL MEETINGS
Called by Mayor




The City was awarded the Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial
Reporting from the Government Finance
Officers Association for its 2022 Annual
Comprehensive Financial Report. This
is the 35th consecutive year the City has
earned this prestigious national award.

®

Government Finance Officers Association

Certificate of
Achievement
for Excellence
in Financial
Reporting

Presented to

City of Livingston
Texas

For its Annual Comprehensive
Financial Report
For the Fiscal Year Ended

September 30, 2022

et b, P Mnaiet

Executive Director/CEO

Finance

DEPARTMENT

REVENUES

Property Tax -0-
Sales Tax $5,505,516
Hotel Occupancy Tax $350,045
Gross Receipts Tax $161,274
Administrative Department $275,331
Sanitation Department $1,417,853
Fire Department $46,398
Police Department $499,764
Street Department $14,186
Parks and Recreation $104,618
Library $35,927
Trade Days $23,697
Electric Department $20,902,161
Water Department $3,603,151
Sewer Department $2,542,631
Grant Funds $26,794

TOTAL REVENUES $35,509,346

EXPENDITURES

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

Administrative Department $622,830
Sanitation Departmen $1,092,989
Fire Department $566,367
Police Department $2,976,726
Street Department $951,224
Parks and Recreation $781,951
Library $501,573
Trade Days $331,357
Garage Department $388,679
Electric Department $9,819,268
Water Department $5,360,969
Sewer Department $1,080,900
Capital Improvements $5,040,546
Debt Service -0-

$29,515,379

Municipal Court 2023 Violations

Total Fines/Fees Collected $190,666.58
Traffic Violations 2,316
Criminal Violations 427
Other Violations 79

Total Violations 2,822




COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC

Development

The City of Livingston participated in the Polk County Economic Development
Corporation with Mr. John Tarver as the City representative. Mr. Tarver maintained an
office at the Livingston Municipal Library. Meetings were held throughout the year and
attended by City Manager Bill Wiggins.

The Community Development Department conducted 369 inspections during 2023.

The Community Cleanup Event was held Saturday, April 22 with the collection site at
Pedigo Park.

Larger projects that were issued building permits for new construction in 2023 included:

Stella’s Bakery —2305 US Highway 190 West

King Ranch Ag & Turf-501 US Highway 59 Loop South
Katie's Kitchen - 508 N. Washington

Office Spaces - 109 W. Abbey

CP Homes Memory Care — 1864 N. Washington

2023 PERMIT RECAP

TYPE NUMBER VALUATION
Residential — New 8 $1,957,040

$15,150,000

Residential — Addition/ $162.000

Commercial — New

Remodel

Commercial — Addition/ $4.722 887
Remodel

| 19\
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Demolition
Solar
Others



e Police Department

The Livingston Police Department
worked with Livingston 1.S.D.
administration to upgrade security
systems and response equipment at all
LISD campuses. School Based Officers
helped to organize the first annual

Just One' event held at Livingston

High School.

The Caran Coward Memorial
Scholarship, eachin the amount of
$2,000, was awarded to four
graduating seniors.

The Livingston Police Department
Honor Guard participated in several
community events including the
9/11 Remembrance Ceremony held
September 11, 2023 at City Hall.

Continued utilization of the FLOCK
system to alert dispatch and officers

of vehicles coming into the city that
have been reported stolen and vehicles
related to missing persons, amber
alerts, etc. During 2023 the Livingston
Police Department recovered 37 stolen
vehicles and located 3 missing persons
from FLOCK.

Livingston Police Department
participated in the 13th annual 'Shop
With A Cop' event at the Livingston
Walmart. This event provided a
Christmas shopping experience for
local children. Special thanks to Store
Manager Jonathan Montalvo, staff at
Walmart, and generous sponsors for
making this event possible.

During 2023, Livingston Police
Department Officers and
Telecommunicators responded to
15,265 calls for service with an average
response time of 2 minutes and 45
seconds. Department personnel
investigated 371 crashes, investigated
2,091 criminal offense reports, and
made 747 arrests during the year.

In 2023 the Livingston Police
Department received the following
Department of Justice Grants: $95,000
for ballistic shields to be placedin

all vehicles; $10,000 for upgraded
equipment in patrol units; and $25,000
for ballistic vests for all officers.

K-9 Officer Bear was added to the
department from a 'K-9 For Cops' grant
and private donations which upfitted
the new K-9 vehicle.

All commissioned officers,
telecommunications officers, evidence
technician, and animal control officer
received a total of 2,635 hours of
continuing educational training
throughout 2023.




LIVINGSTON VOLUNTEER

Fare Department

The Livingston Volunteer Fire Department provides Livingston and the surrounding area
with fire prevention, fire protection, medical first responders, rescue operations and
hazardous material responses. The Department covers 250 square miles of property
inits initial response area. The Department also provides mutual aid to the other ten
departments in Polk County.

In 2023, the Livingston Volunteer Fire Department responded to 910 calls for service,
including 360 inside the City and 550 outside the City.

The City Council approved the renewal of the annual agreement with Polk County for
firefighting services to be provided by the Livingston Volunteer Fire Department outside
the City limits from October 1, 2023 through September 30, 2024, reflecting funding of
$53,692.87 by the County.

The Livingston Fire Training school was hosted by the Livingston Volunteer Fire
Department on February 24th and 25th with 434 participants from 64 departments.

The Department presented fire prevention and fire safety programs to approximately
2,500 students at schools throughout Polk county.

TYPE OF CALL CITY COUNTY

Automatic Alarm 73 26
Commerecial Building Fire 11 10
Residential Fire 12 42
Mobile Home/Trailer Fire 0 7
Car/Truck Fire 14 20
Control Burn 0 13
Unauthorized Outside Burn 44 73
Grass Fire 13 54
Woods/Forest Fire 60
Dumpster Fire

Smoke in Building

First Responder 37 79
Jaws 15 22
Wreck 27 36
Bomb Threat 0 0
Search 0
Rescue 4
Lake Rescue 0 1
Hazardous Material 13 8
Electrical Hazard 17 15
Fumes/Vapor 13 6
Leak 3
Spill 6 0
False Alarm 10 5
Miscellaneous 0 0

Assists
TOTAL FIRE CALLS
GRAND TOTAL




Electric

DEPARTMENT

Maintained lighting and electrical equipment at
Livingston Municipal Complex, Livingston Municipal
Airport, tennis courts, baseball fields, Livingston
Municipal Library, Barney Wiggins Memorial Arena
Fairgrounds, Matthews Street Park, LVFD fire
training field and four LVFD fire stations. Maintained
street lights, night lights and flood lights throughout
the City.

At the February meeting, Council awarded the

bid for annual inspections and maintenance

of the Livingston substation and the Ogletree
substation to Dashiell Corporation in the amount of
$44,110.00.

Continued maintenance of rights-of-way

throughout the City including mowing of vegetation,
tree trimming and removal of dead or problem trees.

Performed routine maintenance of both Livingston
and Ogletree electric substations.

Assisted with installation of Christmas lighted
displays in Pedigo Park and Anniversary Park.
Maintained 3,360 feet of LED lights that outline
the buildings in the Main Street district during the
holiday season.

Installed seasonal Welcome to Livingston banners
and military appreciation banners throughout
the year.

Continued routine line maintenance including
changing out of utility poles and anchors.




Public Works

STREET DEPARTMENT

Continued the brush collection program picking up
vegetative debris and brush once a month in each
quadrant of the city.

Ditch maintenance and drainage improvements were
made throughout the city.

Sign maintenance and signage improvements were
made throughout the city.

WATER AND WASTEWATER DEPARTMENT
Installation of water meters for the automatic metering
infrastructure (AMI) project beganin 2023. The AMI
project willinclude the replacement of water and
electric meters and will provide greater transparency to
citizens regarding their water and electricity usage.

Continued with fire hydrant maintenance and
replacement throughout town.

Continued with upgrades to the water distribution
system in various parts of town.

Continued sewer manhole rehabilitation on various
manholes during the year.

GARAGE DEPARTMENT
Maintained 36 generators that supply electricity to
various city facilities during power outages.

Maintained and repaired more than 135 pieces of
equipment/vehicles used by all city departments.

Maintained fuel supply for all departments. Fuel
operations at Livingston Municipal Airport were taken
out of service January 26, 2023 for replacement of
the fuel tank and fueling system. Fuel service
resumed in October.

Installed emergency lighting, radios and other
equipment in new service vehicles.

Q)@&%%a@ Z C’z)z«// %wz& 11
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Special FEvents| Trade Days|Parks & Recreation

Trade Days completed its 24th year of operation. During
2023 the quarterly Trade Days event was held in March,
May, October and November.

The annual Easter Eggstravaganza was held at Pedigo
Park on April 1st. Thanks to many generous sponsors,
there were 20,000 candy-filled eggs and over 320
prizes given away.

Matthews Street Park Swimming Pool opened to the
public on May 22nd. During the summer, 573 swimming
lessons were given, including Water Babies, Water

Waddles for 3-year-olds and regular swim lessons for
children 4 years old and older. Matthews Park Swimming
Poolis home to the Livingston Sea Lions swim team.

Pedigo Park was an excellent outdoor venue for the 4th
Annual Livingston-Polk County Chamber of Commerce
Smoke in the Pines BBQ Cookoff event held in June.
The Smokin' Hot Auto and Bike Show, Kids' Q event, and
vendor booths added to the successful event.

The Polk County Garden Club hosted the 'Visit With
Santa' event on Friday, December 8th at Miss Effie's

Cottage. Children delivered their letter to Santa's
mailbox and took a photo with Santa. Packaged cookies
and drinks were provided by the City of Livingston and
handed out by Garden Club members.

The Parks and Recreation Department created a wide
array of special Christmas lighting throughout the City.
The drive-thru Christmas light display at Pedigo Park
and the First Baptist Church 'Walk Through Bethlehem'’
event were favorites of the Christmas season.




LIVINGSTON LIVINGSTON

Main Street Municipal Library

o ) . Livingston Municipal Library is
The Livingston Main Street Program envisions located at the corner of Tyler
historic downtown I‘_|vmgston as the he‘a-rt oft‘h-e‘Qty and Milam Streets. During 2023
—a place where social, economic and civic activities atotal of 23.537 customers
generate a welcoming environment for local citizens o —— theylibrary
and visitors to enjoy. ’

Livingston Municipal Library
hosted 159 programs which were
attended by 3,054 people.

Livingston Main Street was recognized by Main
Street America and by Texas Main Street as a 2023
Accredited Program for attaining the prescribed
standards of performance.

The Friends of the Library continued to operate from their room on the
second floor of the library. The Friends provided funds to purchase large print
books, children’s books, and the Houston Chronicle. They also contributed
$1,500 to allow the library to continue membership with the Piney Woods
Digital Consortium, through which the library provides access to eBooks

and downloadable audiobooks. The Friends also provided funds for special
programs and for the summer reading program.

Main Street is a member of the Livingston Specialty Merchants Guild, an organization
comprised of local, independent businesses who promote the Livingston area.

FA.IT.H. Military Support Group and Livingston Main Street hosted the July 4th
Independence Day Picnic in Anniversary Park. The Farmers and Artisan Market were also
held in Anniversary Park.

The "Where's Rufus the EIf?" scavenger hunt continued for the fourth year. Rufus LIBRARY FACTS
moved to various locations in Livingston over a 2-week period and followers guessed his
new location daily. Prizes were awarded to winners.

27,112 Print items were checked out

7,234 Electronic items were checked out

Main Street partnered with Livingston Specialty Merchants Guild to organize the month- 423 Reference questions were asked of library staff

long Shop Local campaign again for 2023. Numerous local businesses participated with 1,649 Physical items were added to the collection
hundreds of participating customers. 366 Electronic items were added to the collection

712 New customers registered and 763 customers renewed their memberships

Main Street joined with all City departments to host Livingston Hometown Christmas
2023. The Jingle Bell Fun Run and Walk included 446 participants. Main Street organized
205 vendor spaces and provided space for the Livingston Quilt Club to display their

creations. The lighted Christmas parade was the highlight of the event with 106
parade entries. 182 Customers started using the Library's electronic resources for the first time

4,226 Hours of computer access were provided to 4,318 customers

9,290 Customers used the library's wireless access for 10,123 hours

6,583 eBooks, downloadable audiobooks and movies were checked out by customers

13
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CITY OF LIVINGSTONPersonnel

ADMINISTRATIVE
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Billy S. Wiggins, City Manager Ellie Monteaux, City Secretary Jim Wright, City Attorney

& Assistant City Manager

FINANCE UTILITY BILLING
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Linnette Barker, Finance ~ Cheralon David, Julie Miller, Utility Billing Utility Billing Staff— Jerri Greene, Luisa Santiago,
Director Accounts Payable Supervisor Ashley Dawson

Stacy Edwards,
Human Resources Clerk

MUNICIPAL COURT

Sarah Milner, Court Clerk



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/  SPECIAL EVENTS/ LIBRARY
CODE ENFORCEMENT MAIN STREET DEPARTMENT

I------ - "‘1- ol "..-
[

Community Development Coordinator Jeff Hunter,
Fire Marshal Josh Mohler, Juan Parra

Toni Fuller, Special Events/ Priscilla Emrich, Library Staff - Cristina Howe, Sabrina Jackson, Carol Griffith,
Main Street Coordinator Lynn Riley Library Director Kimberly Perkins, Wendy Black

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT GARAGE DEPARTMENT

i 2
Frankie Vinci, Jamie Valderez, Superintendent Derrick Richardson, Kelth Foxworth, Scott Bradley Sidney Cox
Justin Adams, Travis McCreight, Scott Langston, Gunnard Elliott

15
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CITY OF LIVINGSTON

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Matt Parrish, Police Chief

ersonnel

POLICE DEPARTMENT SUPPORT STAFF

Row One: Trisha Patton, Stephnie Brown,
April Bradley, Gina Early

Row Two: Lee Ann Barnes, Hanna Miller,
Gary Richburg, Adron Harvey

Police Department Officers

Row One: Lt. Marty Drake, Sgt. Kevin
Blackburn, Sgt. Ronnie Bogany, Sgt. Dallas
Early, Sgt. David Mitchell, Sgt. Tito Reyes, Det.
Kaleb Barker, Det. Donald Dyson, Det. Chris
Simmons, Kendall Benfer

Row Two: Paul Benfer, Tremaine Bogany, Ryan
Boyd, Keenan Dillard, Jacob Edwards, Tracy
Galloway, Krista Hollingshead, Chris Huestis,
Jordi LeBouef, Chad Lilley

Row Three: Taryn Lopez, Scott Paske, Jack
Mueller, Justin Murdock, Britton Shoellhorn,
Matthew Stuart, Mike deVilleneuve (Reserve),
Nita Bowen (Reserve), Stan Galloway (Reserve),
Paul Holmes (Reserve)



PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Hec Long,
Public Works Director

o . 1

Paul Baker, Assistant Jason Britton, Public Works
Public Works Director Compliance Coordinator

Shawn Nichols, Cody Marsh, Harry Kemp, Jason Britton, Robert Harvey, Thomas Lauhoff, Jose Rodrigo Narvaez, Jason Cecil,
Carlos Orosco, Leonard McGowen, Clint Walters, Calvin Bogan, Paul Baker

17
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Essential Employees

The City of Livingston would like to recognize each employee for their years of service and extend appreciation to each of these ESSENTIAL EMPLOYEES who
worked diligently to provide service to our citizens during 2023.

City of Livingston Full-Time Employees Listed by Years of Service:

Priscilla Emrich, Library — 38 Years

Keith Foxworth, Garage — 32 Years
Sarah Milner, Municipal Court — 32 Years
Matt Parrish, Police — 31 Years

Ronnie Bogany, Police — 26 Years

Julie Miller, Utility Billing — 25 Years

Jerri Greene, Utility Billing — 24 Years
Cody Marsh, Parks — 24 Years

Paul Baker, Public Works — 23 Years

Hec Long, Public Works — 23 Years

Ellie Monteaux, City Secretary/Assistant City
Manager — 23 Years

Carlos Orosco, Street — 23 Years

Marty Drake, Police — 22 Years

Chad Lilley, Police —22 Years

Scott Paske, Police — 22 Years

Kevin Blackburn, Police — 20 Years

Jason Britton, Public Works — 20 Years

Toni Fuller, Trade Days/Special Events — 19 Years
Kaleb Barker, Police — 18 Years

Stacy Edwards, Human Resources — 17 Years
Sabrina Jackson, Library — 17 Years

Josh Mohler, Fire Marshal — 17 Years

Jason Cecil, Water — 16 Years

Derrick Richardson, Electric — 16 Years
Dallas Early, Police — 14 Years

Luisa Santiago, Utility Billing— 13 Years

Scott Bradley, Garage — 12 Years
Kimberly Perkins, Library —12 Years
Trisha Patton, Police — 12 Years
Jamie Valderez, Electric— 12 Years
Scott Langston, Electric—11 Years
Jim Wright, City Attorney —11 Years
Wesley Green, Water — 10 Years
John Jacobs, Water — 10 Years

Tito Reyes, Police — 10 Years

Gina Early, Police —9 Years

Gunnard Elliott, Electric—9 Years
Jeff Hunter, Community Development -9 Years
Travis McCreight, Electric — 9 Years

Lynn Riley, Trade Days/Special Events/Main
Street -9 Years

Clint Walters, Street -9 Years
Stephnie Brown, Police — 8 Years
Jeffery Hunter, Parks — 8 Years
Shawn Nichols, Water — 8 Years
Donald Dyson, Police — 7 Years
Juan Parra, Community Development — 7 Years
Bill Wiggins, City Manager — 6 Years
Juan Cruz, Parks -5 Years

Jacob Edwards, Police — 5 Years
Tremaine Bogany, Police — 4 Years
Cristina Howe, Library — 4 Years
Harry Kemp, Parks — 4 Years

Jose Rodrigo Narvaez, Street — 4 Years
Calvin Bogan, Wastewater — 3 Years
Christ Huestis, Police — 3 Years
Ryder Lee, Water — 3 Years

Taryn Lopez, Police — 3 Years
Leonard McGowen, Street — 3 Years
Jack Mueller, Police — 3 Years

Chris Simmons, Police — 3 Years
Justin Adams, Electric — 2 Years

Lee Ann Barnes, Police — 2 Years
April Bradley, Police — 2 Years

Sidney Cox, Garage — 2 Years
Cheralon David, Accounts Payable — 2 Years
Thomas Lauhoff, Street — 2 Years
Gary Richburg, Police — 2 Years
Hanna Miller, Police — 2 Years
Linnette Barker, Finance — 1 Year
Kendall Benfer, Police — 1 Year

Ryan Boyd, Police — 1 Year

Ashely Dawson, Utility Biling—1 Year
Robert Harvey, Parks — 1 Year

Pedro Hidalgo, Parks — 1 Year

Jordi LeBouef, Police — 1 Year

Darren McNiel, Parks — 1 Year

Britton Shoellhorn, Police =1 Year

Employees with Less Than
1 Year of Service:

Paul Benfer, Police
Keenan Dillard, Police
Tracy Galloway, Police
Adron Harvey, Police
Krista Hollingshead, Police
David Mitchell, Police
Justin Murdock, Police
Matthew Stuart, Police
Frankie Vinci, Electric

Part-Time Employees:
Carol Griffith, Library
Kristi Fogleman, Relief Dispatcher

Reserve Police Officers:
Nita Bowen

Mike deVilleneuve

Stan Galloway

Paul Holmes
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